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C a u s e o f B e a t i f i c a t i o n C a u s e o f B e a t i f i c a t i o n 

  in Valencia, Spain

Meeting of the

Amigonian Family

On June 29, at the San José de Godella Seminary, the 

historic and significant house of the Capuchin Tertiary 

Religious of Our Lady of Sorrows, has welcomed a large 

number of religious men and women of the Amigonian 

Family who, with a momentous celebration of the Word, 

have closed the celebrations held throughout the world, 

for the XXV Anniversary of the recognition of Father Luis 

Amigó and Ferrer as venerable.

Luis Amigó y Ferrer, (to the century José María) son of 
the Valencian land, was born in Massamagrell in 1854 
and being a young Capuchin priest, in 1885 he founded, 
in the sanctuary of Our Lady of Montiel (Benaguacil), the 
Congregation of Capuchin Tertiary Sisters of the Holy 
Family and, 4 years later, in 1889, that of Tertiary 
Capuchin Religious of Our Lady of Sorrows. In 1907 he 
was appointed bishop of the dioceses of Solsona and in 
1913 of Segorbe, distinguished by his pastoral zeal and 
evangelical wisdom. He died in Godella in 1934 and was 
buried in the house of the Capuchin Tertiary Sisters of 
Massamagrell.

He was a man who embodied to the fullest the ideal of 
Franciscan life and in addition to the Capuchin spirit, 

living to a heroic degree the virtues of the Christian 
life and the demands of his consecrated life, serving 
the Church and society, always attentive to the 
challenges of the moment and generous in 
responding to them. He distinguished himself by his 
attention to the world of the most fragile youth and 
the two congregations that he founded present 
today in 35 countries of the world, give themselves 
in their own works or not, to the young generations 
whom they seek with the spirit of the Good 
Shepherd, by attending them through educational 
projects, protection and re-education.

In 1992 the Church recognized Father Luis as 
"Giant of holiness", and today, in the light of the 
Apostolic Exhortation "Gaudete y Exsultate", the 
Amigonian Family, enriched by the presence of lay 
associations of Amigonian Cooperators and 
Amigonian Lay Movement (Juvam) and of many lay 
people who share the mission, celebrating him as a 
man from the "patient people of God ... from the next 
door ... who lives near us and is a reflection of the 
presence of God" (GEx 7) and invites the Church 
that is in Valencia to approach this Son of his to learn 
to live the Christian life in today, not very different 
from the time in which Father Luis lived.
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The members of the Amigonian Family, following the footsteps of our Founder, 

Father Luis Amigó, we feel being called -both from our own choice of faith or from 

our own human sensibility- to embody the values, deeply human, that Christ 

witnessed in his life and proclaimed solemnly in the Beatitudes.

In our own state of life and in our service to our neighbor, we assume Father Luis 

Amigó as a model of life, striving to live according to the fundamental values of the 

Franciscan spirit that are rooted in the Gospel and are translated into attitudes of 

universal fraternity, poverty, humility , joy, simplicity, sweetness in treatment, 

meekness and providential sense, sensitivity and concrete gestures of attention to 

those who need it most.

Who constitute the Amigonian Family

- The Capuchin Tertiary Sisters of the Holy Family
- The Capuchin Tertiary Religious of Our Lady of Sorrows
- The Amigonian Cooperators
- The Lay Amigonian Movement
- The youth of JUVAM and Zagales
- Educators and volunteers who work in the educational works of the two congregations
- The students and families of the educational centers of the two congregations
- The members of associations linked to the two congregations (Association Fray Luis 

Amigó, Asociación Amigoniana and others) that want to be part of it
- The relatives of the Sisters and the Amigonian Religious
- The devotees of the Venerable Luis Amigó and the benefactors of the Amigonian Work ...
- How many, somehow, want to join those of us who feel like the Amigonian Family.

Identification of its 
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We feel especially invited to live and bear witness to the merciful love for 

those who hunger and thirst, for strangers and the naked, for the sick and 

imprisoned and, finally, for all those who suffer some deficiency-whether in 

their being or in their possession, or experience some kind of exclusion (see 

Mt. 25, 34-46).

We are aware that this same mercy - a primordial distinguishing feature of our 

identity, which implies loving the other with unconditional fidelity, loving him in 

every moment "as it is" and maximizing, if possible, the love with whom he 

suffers more peremptory needs - impels us, in a particular way, to express our 

concern and action, in favor of children and young people in problematic or 

vulnerable situations, thus following the desire of Fr. Luis Amigó, who 

founded us especially to "educate young people who are  away from the path 

of truth and goodness "(OCLA, 1780) and bequeathed to us this mission:" 

Work on the education of the youth, and if it happens that they turn away from 

the sheepfold of the Good Shepherd, go, like their own, in pursuit of the 

sheep gone astray until it returns to the sheepfold "(cf OCLA 1831).

We are also aware that, by its very nature, the mission entrusted by Father 

Luis Amigó, our Founder, asks us to be experts in humanity and prophets of 

human feeling, and requires us to act in accordance with the Pedagogy of 

Love, which seeks to restore man his dignity, promoting integral 

development and striving for his personal fulfillment and his progressive 

social insertion as an active agent in the construction of a better and more just 

society.

We recognize that the figure of the Good Shepherd - who knows his sheep, 

walks in front of them, looks for those who are lost, shares their joys and 

sorrows, learns by experience the science of the human heart, and gives life 

for all - constitutes, as a whole, a true pedagogical Poem that, at the same 

time, must identify our personality, in embodying their attitudes, should 

inspire all our actions.

We also recognize that the figure of Mary in her Sorrows is for us the source 

of the generosity and mercy, gives us the strength and love that our mission 

requires us, and invites us explicitly from her seven pains -true lessons of 

love- to love each one as he is, to face courageously the difficulties, to seek 

with eagerness those who are lost, to become the encounter with the one 

who suffers, to keep standing next to the helpless, to welcome with 

tenderness the one who comes and to hope, even against all hope, that 

people can change.

Welcoming the exhortation of Father Luis Amigó, we consider the Holy 

Family of Nazareth a model of life for our families (cf. OCLA 1102) and, as 

part of the Amigonian tradition, we try to maintain an adequate family 

atmosphere in our works, distinguishing the different roles and assuming 

each one its own responsibilities (cf OCLA1067 - 1103).

- From the Secular 

Third Order several 

souls were anxious to 

consecrate 

themselves to God 

and Father Luis 

Amigó gave them 

follow-up.

- The Schools of 
Reform and 
Corrections were the 
practical 
achievements of the 
founder of the call to 
education and the 
moralization of the 
society of the 
moment.

- Father Luis Amigó 
was placed under the 
protection of the 
Blessed Virgin and 
Patriarch Saint 
Joseph, from which 
his baptismal name, 
José María, emerges.
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Blessings and favors

After having chosen to walk from Alboraya to Masamagell to visit 

the tomb of Father Luis Amigó, very early in order to avoid the 

inclement rays of the sun that summer heat in the Valencian 

region.

Already there enjoying that silence and solemnity of being at the 
head of his grave, the three of us have inclined to in a particular 
way imploring for his intercession. In my case, I thank Father 
Luis because my mother was able to come on foot and see that 
she is recovering very satisfactorily from her operation that had 
her in danger of death.

After making the septenary for his early Beatification we return 
home with greater affection, love and devotion to him.

María del Pilar Sánchez Sala, 24 years old


