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Informative medium of the Amigonian Family

Inaugural Conference

Shared Mission
Father Frank Gerardo Pérez Alvarado
Superior General of the Capuchin Tertiary Religious of the Virgen de
los Dolores.

Who, through some guiding questions,
developed a deep and contributing reflection
for the entire Amigonian Family.
I want first of all to define the mission of the
laity in the Amigonian Family and for that I
bring some questions:
Where do you place yourself as a layman/
laywoman in the mission?
What is not a shared mission?
Does it mean just a simple collaboration in the
church?
The layman must take his place, in the shared
mission, since the opening of the Vatican
Council II, and there are responsibilities on
the part of the Church as the leader and
practicing laymen and women.
The laity is a member of the people of God;
there is no official ministry, but a specific
mission in the church and in the world is a
Christian experience committed to a project
with identity. It is the mission of God and the
laity only being their missionaries.

Father Frank´s presentation begins the work
in groups for which some guiding questions
are delivered which were resolved in a group.
In general, the attendees were very
interested in the contributions of the topic
that Father Frank prepared because it was
the opportunity to question and evaluate
ourselves in how we assumed the challenge
and the need to become increasingly aware
that the best mission is the one that is born
directly from the heart and we voluntarily
deliver it to the service of others.
Other of the conclusions of the working
groups were that in some opportunities
doubts arise in the work done due to the lack
of initiative and that in some opportunities
there is also a lack of deepening in the
charismatic models. It is felt in some
communities that in some religious and
sisters there is not enough credibility in the
work that is done from the laity and feels a
kind of suspicion.

What sustains the mission is spirituality
and charisma, the way of participation. The
mission is a free gift of our vocation. Without
vocation the mission is disrupted. The shared
mission has to help us grow together. It
implies sharing responsibilities with apostolic
significance. Walk together, calling to
evangelize together. Take a risk to the mission
field to promulgate the charism, with a highlevel initiative.
Your vocation as a lay person is free and
spontaneous; it is not conceived as that of an
assistant or secretary; nor is the little bird or
altar boy who helps the pastor on duty. After
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Management Report of the

National President
of the Amigonian Family
Rosario Ramírez de Quezada
National President of the Amigonian Family
The last two years where she emphasized the consolidation of the
Association of Amigonian Laity –ALCAM (Asociación de Laicos
Amigonianos)- which has legal status and is legally constituted. It is
the opportunity to offer services and receive donations that help us to
impact and improve the living conditions of the communities to which
we are present.
He also mentions that we are constituted in eight regions and that after
the national census we could realize that we are about 1,800 people who
periodically congregate in the different groups in Colombia and who follow
the life project and the training plan that is structured in three dimensions:
Human, Christian, and Charismatic. This is without taking into account the
Religious and the Sisters who are also part of the life of the Amgonian Family
groups.
Another work that has been carried out with determination is the
accompaniment of the Juvam groups because it has been understood that
they are the future of the Amigonian Family and that their continuation and the
consolidation depends on their follow-up and guidance, In fact, it is important
to highlight that in the last three national meetings of the Amigonian Family
there has been representation of Zagalitos and of Amigonian Youths.

Report

JUVAM

Diego Andrés Alba Blanco president of the National Juvam presents
the management report in which the Amigonian Realitys stand out, the
participation of more than 190 young people who in January attended the
WYD with Pope Francis in Panama, the Marian camps held every year and
the missions of Holy Week and Christmas missions in which novenas are
made, sick people are visited and gifts are given to vulnerable populations
throughout the country.
These are young people who have a well-defined structure that have been accompanied by Capuchin
Religious and Tertiary Sisters that have several fronts of action, and in their periodic activities they do
not neglect the participation in the Eucharist, outings to marginalized neighborhoods and vulnerable
populations.
One of the main purposes is to encourage young people to be part of our youth groups that are willing to
meet God and awaken human and social sensibility.
Diego says that the service of the Amigonian youth consists of:
Witness our Faith as young people; Promote an evangelizing experience in young people. A personal
and community experience of encounter with Jesus Christ and with Father Luis Amigó; Prayer meetings
and living together that encourage living a mature and responsible Faith as Amigonians.
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Inaugural event
VI Meeting of the
Amigonian Family in Colombia
Anabel Céspedes
Counselor of the General Government of the
Capuchin Tertiary Sisters

This event were attended
by the sisters Anabel
Céspedes, Sr. Cecilia
Pascuini, among others,
sisters of the General
Government, Sister Yalile
Jurado and part of her
Provincial Government of
the Mother Province of the
Good Shepherd, Monsignor
Bartolomé Buigue Oller,
Father Frank Gerardo Pérez Albarado, Superior
General and Arnoldo Acosta Benjumea, superior
Provincial Province of San José.
The in charge of the greetings Sister Anabel
Céspedes on behalf of Sister Ana Tulia López
Bedoya, Superior General, who begins her words
saying "thank you for being given to the father";
today we arise to hurry to meet our brothers and
sisters. Each of us is called to make oursekves
artisans of peace… ”Go and attend to those who
are excluded by society.
May the words of Father Luis Amigó and Pope
Francisco not fall into a vacuum, rather than we
let ourselves be enlightened by the Holy Spirit to:
-

feel as a family,
spread our Charism,
live our being baptized and sent,
be carriers of peace and joy, bringing with joy
the mission of our founding father.

The One who summons us is the
Lord through the charism of Father
Luis Amigó, a community of faith
where we can be missionaries
and communion invites us to be
a community and summons us to
communion, and all contributing
to the common good. Project
ourselves and go out to meet
others, since life cries out in those
who need it most.
Let's listen to them and welcome
the construction of the Kingdom of
God.
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En route to the
Beatificación del
Father Luis Amigó
International Commission for
the Cause of Beatification
This morning begins with the activity called - En
route to the Beatification - which was a carouselshaped structure with four bases:
1. Identity card
2. Miracles
3. Charismatic model
4. Life and Work

In the first base, the elements with
which the members of the Amigonian
Family identified ourselves and
became part of the mission bequeathed by Father Luis Amigó, such as the Franciscan referent, the
meaning of mercy, the demanding love and the pillars of inspiration, were deepened such as the
Good Shepherd, the Holy Family and the Virgin of Sorrows.
At the base of Miracles, what was sought was to know the graces and favors that have been collected
through the intercession of Father Luis who have presented themselves to the Holy See and to
increase the devotion of the assistants to the Venerable Father who in the light of all His followers
are already a saint for all the lives he has recovered and for all the dreams he has come true through
him, re-educated youth and saved generations. It is emphasized that for the presentation of the
graces and favors the two elements both the medical history and the history of intercession are of
fundamental importance and that therefore they should be city with equal fortitude.
At the base of the Charismatic Model, the three dimensions that constitute the formation plan and
the life project were worked on: the human, Christian and charismatic dimension. This base is the
backbone of the growth and projection of the Amigonian Family.
The last base is the Life and Work was the invitation to put into practice in the different apostolates
where the Amigonians make presence of all that spiritual and charismatic wealth that is able to go
beyond and transform realities and bring life expectancy.

Called to

Holiness

This paper was given by Sister Gloria Roció Aristizábal, Rector of the La Merced School in
Bucaramanga, which begins by saying that the Lord calls everyone to holiness, also you
and me.
This path is for everyone, it is not necessary to belong to the hierarchy to be saints.
Holiness is the task of each one and passes it to others. Our mission with Christ is through
personal testimony. We must not be afraid of holiness; we must aim higher, and must let
ourselves be loved.
Then a work by the different eight regional groups in which it became more evident that
we laity have a leading call in today's world and that it is also a permanent challenge.
Because we must be light to the world and come out of the earth, but to carry out our path
to holiness we have to be bold, have much fervor; pray permanently to face the fighting
and the stalking of the devil.
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The centrality of the

Eucharist

Presided by Monsignor Bartolomé
Buigues Oller, Capuchin Tertiary
and concelebrated by the Capuchin
Tertiary Religious who were at the
event.
His message was straight to the heart of
the more than 237 attendees present in the
auditorium of the Hotel Habitel in the city of
Bogotá invites us to be joyful for being Sons
of God and also as baptized and as Pope
Francis says we are called to go out in favor
of those who are on the side of the road and
who need our mercy and compassion.
The Amigonian Family is called to acquire
the identity of the Good Shepherd Zagal
who, even with life's own difficulties, teaches
with his example and helps his neighbor to
overcome the adversities of our time.
Another very significant moment for the
attendees was in the Eucharist of the third
day presided by Monsignor Héctor Epalza,
Bishop Emeritus of Buenaventura and concelebrated by Monsignor Bartolé Buigues Oller and the
other Capuchin Tertiary Religious present, thanks for so many excellent orientations and teachings.

Touristic

outing

At the end of the afternoon a tourist trip is made
to the historic center of Bogotá in which 210 of the
assistants in Chiva visit the Chorro de Quevedo,
the Plaza de Bolívar, the Primada Cathedral of
Colombia, Headquarters of the Congress. Upon
arrival we were served with a dinner.
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Election of

National
President

After breakfast we had the election of
national president, for which the assembly
unanimously has re-elected Rosario
Ramírez de Quezada for another twoyear term and Carlos Hernando Zapata
Sepúlveda has been appointed as vice
president.
Immediately afterwards, the event is
evaluated and special awards are given to
the two monsignors, to the religious and
sisters present; the magnificent organization
and logistics of the Bogotá Sabana Regional
are exalted. It is left as an agreement that
our next meeting of 2021 will be in the city of
Buenaventura.
Thanks be to God for such an excellent
event and once again thanks to the entire
Sabana Regional of Bogotá for each of the
details and for the faultless organization.
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