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On May 11 we remember that, in the year 1885, 
Fr. Luis Amigó founded the Congregation of 
Capuchin Tertiary Sisters of the Holy Family in 
the Sanctuary of the Virgin of Montiel 
(Benaguacil, Valencia).

135 years ago the action of the Holy Spirit, and 
through Father Luis Amigó, began the history of 
the Congregation of the Sisters.

Everything began to arise as a result of the 
apostolate that Father Luis exercised with the 
women of the Congregations of the Secular 
Franciscan Third Order established in the towns 
near the Convent of La Magdalena, where he 
resided.

It was those committed lay people who 
decisively helped Father Luis to discover that 
God was calling him to be the initiator of a new 
religious family within the Church.

135 years
of history and service to others.

For them, Father Luis Amigó wrote the Constitutions 
to suit them. But before the canonical foundation was 
carried out, some pious women who had been living 
convent life in the Shrine of the Virgin of Montiel 
asked to be admitted to the new life project to which 
Father Luis Amigó consented.

As soon as they were born, the Congregation 
received their baptism of blood, when a cholera 
epidemic broke out in Valencia and four sisters  died, 
attending to the sick. The sacrifice, however, was not 
wasted. As an immediate result of this, an Asylum for 
children was opened in Masamagrell - on August 9, 
1885 - which decisively expanded the apostolic field 
of the Congregation, established up to that moment 
in the Benaguacil hospital.

The Congregation continued to grow and make its 
way, and today it is a work of the Lord at the service 
of the most needy and homeless of society. His 
missionary and social paths have left their mark. 
Thanks Sisters.
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Polytechnic Amigó,
more than 20 years of social projection.

Transforming lives of young Puerto Ricans has 
been our greatest mission during all these years 
of work. With the collaboration of all levels of the 
institution, students, parents, teachers and the 
community, we have managed to materialize a 
dream that the Capuchin Tertiary Religious have 
been leading and consolidating, thanks for such 
a significant work.

It has become the educational alternative to 
direct young people in difficulty. We thank you 
brothers and educational community for letting 
grow our mission and bringing it to so many 
young people in Puerto Rico and for this story full 
of efforts, joys and achievements. 

¡Congratulations!

The Amigó Polytechnic was founded in 1999 by 
the Amigonians with the mission of caring for 
young people in difficulty, offering a 
comprehensive academic and vocational 
education to young school dropouts so that they 
improve their quality of life. The intention of the 
Capuchin Tertiaries when founding the Amigó 
Polytechnic was to offer many techniques in 
different vocations combining them with the 
Psychopedagogical System. Today, Alternative 
Education Programs are offered combined with 
vocational workshops in computers, barber 
shops, electricity; and assembly and repair of 
Computers. In addition to providing psychological 
services, social work, among others.
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For several years now the Amigonian Family has 
been addressing the theme of the Shared Mission 
with the motto "Looking to the future" through 
different events on a planetary level; it has been 
possible to impact a representative number of 
people from the different works of the Sisters and 
Religious Capuchin Tertiaries, also called 
Amigonians.
 
The shared Mission is born and consolidated within 
the framework of a vocational experience, and 
involves an explicit commitment to the mission 
bequeathed by the Charism of Father Luis Amigó 
delivered to his two Congregations of Religious and 
Sisters and the members of the Secular Third Order. 
That involves co-responsibility beyond the 
elements of a specific activity. All of this requires 
belonging to a community where faith is nurtured, 
reviewed and celebrated. 

Each of the events raised themes that were 
addressed by each of the following perspectives:

1. What do I understand by Shared Mission?

2. Why the Shared Mission? What is it based on?

3. What does the charism contribute to the 
experience of the Shared Mission?

4. How to formulate the complementarity of 
religious and laity in the Shared Mission?

Thus, shared mission is not a process of simply 
"substituting" religious for laity in apostolic 
institutions, nor is it even a mere "collaboration," aid 
or cooperation; It is a whole Christian life that is 
committed to a project born from a charismatic 
experience given by Father Luis Amigó to his 
spiritual children.

Shared Mission:
Looking to the future.



“Every day of life is
    an evidence of the
    grace of God on me. 
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Grace
received.

Four months of life was all I had left. That said 
the doctor who reviewed my exams, and I was 
furious with his diagnosis and refuted him: "You 
are not God," I said to the doctor. "God gave me 
life and He decides how long it will last."

After that day I became much friendlier with the 
Lord and began to pray the septenary to the 
Virgin of Sorrows asking for the intercession of 
Father Luis Amigó in this illness that afflicted me. 
I had studied with the Capuchin Tertiary 
Religious of the San Antonio de Padua Seraphic 
College.

And I think he was right because today after 
seven years, my cancer-sick lungs are still 
breathing and they are witnesses to the battle 
that I started fighting when I was 42 years old. I 
have had to face very difficult moments but now 

everything is very good; I have changed life 
habits and now I have convinced myself that in 
my strength I could not have gotten where I am 
in 2020.

After the diagnosis I went through 60 chemos, I 
have gone through scientific studies and 
different lines of treatment, including the 
molecular ones that go directly to the tumor and 
I have had four surgeries. And in each stage my 
Luis Amigó stamp has been with me, it has 
become my inseparable companion.

Every day of life is an evidence of the grace of 
God on my life and that without the Charism and 
the teachings of the Amigonians I would not 
have been able to face this disease, thanks to all 
of them and especially to Father Luis Amigó. 
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To the father's
house.

Fray Tobias Escalante was silent, but exemplary. 
His life was always characterized like this. A 
metal smith and of lives as hard as his works 
that he carried out with his hands, he was a man 
of principles and of a strong personality. So 
strong that it could be said that Gramalote (Norte 
de Santander) fell easier, where he was born.

The educational community and the Capuchin 
Tertiary Religious have thanked the life of this 
self-sacrificing priest who at the age of 105 was 
called to the father's house, a whole centenary 
dedicated to the San Rafael Technical Institute.

Brother Tobias's specialty was metalworking. It 
was the first thing in the Institute. His hands 
forged works that are in several churches in 
Manizales. In the workshop of San Rafael and 
with the hands of Fray Tobias, the cross of the 
temple of Christ the King was made, among 
others. From there came some “christs” that are 
part of the decoration of La Valvanera, others are 
in Los Agustinos, in Perpetual Help and in the 
sanctuary of Our Lady of Fatima.

Metal was the raw material of great works in the 
life of Brother Tobias. However, with the humility 
that characterized him, he limited himself to 
saying: "God makes all things right".

Brother Tobias, thank you for your teachings and 
your closeness.


