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That was a recognition 
made to Father Luis Amigó 
who was born 166 years ago 
in Masamagrell (Valencia) 
on October 17, 1854. He 
professed as a Capuchin 
religious in Bayonne (Fran-
ce) in 1875, after a youth 
already oriented to help the 
needy of Valencia. He was 
ordained priest four years 
later in Montehano (San-
tander).

In the Sanctuary of 
Montiel, Valencia, in 1885 
he founded the Congrega-
tion of Capuchin Tertiary 
Sisters, and in 1889, also 
in Valencia, the Congrega-
tion of Capuchin Tertiary 
Religious. Both institutes 
are dedicated to returning 

boys, girls and adolescents to the right path and the 
re-socialization of marginalized and excluded young 
people from society.

Monsignor Lauzurica describes Father Luis 
Amigó in this way: “The bottom of his being, peace; 
his clothing, humility. It was his life to run meekly 
from a river, without steep slopes or overflows that 
would exceed the channel. In his wake the flowers 
of all virtue blossomed: charity, poverty, humility, 
obedience, austerity, and sacrifice.

The goodness of his beautiful soul radiated 
from the smile that illuminated his face; smile that 
not even death could erase. He possessed, like few 
others, the rare gift of an unalterably serene life, 
without reliefs, without glare, silent on the pure 
surface of his deep spiritual channel.

With a Franciscan spirit he works performing, 
among his own, the service of authority in difficult 
moments, and encouraging the Third Franciscan 
Order for the towns of the Valencian garden.

From 1907 to 1934, when he died, he was Bis-
hop; first, in the diocese of Solsona and then in that 
of Segorbe. Plasma, with extraordinary beauty, his 
work on the mountain of his episcopal shield: “I 
give my life for my sheep.”

His body rests in Masamagrell in the crypt built 
in the home of his Tertiary Capuchin Sisters.

Today, seventy-six years after death, the Amigo-
nian Family continues its work, in the more than 34 
countries where its spiritual sons and daughters cu-
rrently are. His life was always a challenge, not only 
for us, but also for the Church and for all of society.
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This initiative arises at the sugges-
tion of the General Government teams of 
the two Congregations of Religious and 
Capuchin Tertiary Sisters, which to-
gether with the entire Amigonian Family 
have started the 2020 census, an activity 
that will take place in each of the de-
marcations where there are Amigonian 
groups and communities, in the more 
than 34 countries where it is present.

It has been wanted to retake the 
census that the previous Intercongrega-
tional Commission of Luis Amigó will 
initiate to know the associations, groups 
and communities that constitute and 
that keep alive the Charism and the Spi-
rit of Venerable Luis Amigó.

To start implementing this project, 
we ask for your support by filling out the 
Excel file that will be sent by email.

 
Those responsible at the province or 

demarcation level are requested to send, 
before October 31, 2020, the synthesis 

of the files completed, to the 
General Councilors in charge 
of this matter in each Congre-
gation, as appropriate, to the 
following emails:

- Hna. Ma. Anabelle Cés-
pedes Morales: consegen3@
terciariascapuchinas.org

- Fray Salvador Morales 
Giraldo: famiglia@amigonia-
noscg.org

We thank you in advance 
for your collaboration in this 
task and that Father Luis in-
tercedes for everyone in main-
taining this spirit of communi-
cation among those of us who 
want to continue to keep alive 
the flame of his charism in the 
various forms of life.
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On the occasion of the celebration of the 
birth of Father Luis Amigó on October 17, 
1854 in Masamagrell, several groups of the 
Amigonian Family in Colombia have deci-
ded to hold the week -Luis Amigó, giant of 
holiness-. The objective of this activity is to 
present to the entire Amigonian Family in 
the different regions the Life and Work of 
our Founding Father, the activity is designed 
with a spiritual and playful tinge, a perfect 
setting to continue working on the Amigo-
nian Identity with adolescents and trainers.

Among the proposed activities, the literature produced by Father Juan 
Antonio Vives Aguilella and the focus of hope that can be perceived in the 
autobiography of Father Luis Amigó were taken into account, each of the par-
ticipants confronted their dreams and expectations with spirituality and the 
charisma of the Capuchin friar who always saw beyond.

All this exercise serves to vindicate the figure of Father Luis Amigó, whom 
the church declared on June 13, 1992 as Venerable and it was said of him that 
he was “a model and prototype of a religious, priest, bishop and founder” and 
that he also practiced in life to a heroic degree the theological virtues of faith, 
hope and charity towards God and towards one’s neighbor, and the cardinal 
virtues of Prudence, Justice, Temperance and Strength ”. This is a beautiful 
spiritual countenance of the founding father, who always saw the beyond.
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This October 17, the classic day of 
the Amigonian Layman is celebrated 
on a planetary level, made by which 
hundreds of thousands of the spi-
ritual children of Father Luis Ami-
gó congregate around cultural and 
academic events that are the public 
commitment to continue promoting 
the Charism and the Spirit of Father 
Luis in contemporary social realities.

To speak of a Lay Amigonian 
today means to express a -citizen-
ship- that is immersed in the heart 
and spirit of all the work of the Giant 
of Holiness. It cannot be doubted 
that, for the founder, the center and 
purpose of his life has been mercy, 
compassion and love of neighbor, 
expressed in the founding of his 
two congregations and his aposto-
lic works for the benefit of the most 
deprived and marginalized from 
society.

The characterization of the cha-
rism as -amigonian- rather than a 
narrow affiliation, indicates a spirit 

and a style of action inspired by 
Franciscan simplicity, kindness 
and brotherhood. The seed recei-
ved by Father Luis in his formative 
days and which has become a leafy 
tree with excellent fruits.

We Amigonians are committed 
to making the Amigonian Family 
a vast movement of people for the 
salvation of children, adolescents 
and families. We are a -family- not 
a -workgroup- family that lives 
in communion and that shares a 
mission with the Capuchin Reli-
gious and Tertiary Sisters, with a 
heart that beats with the double 
beats of systole and diastole, poles 
of an eclipse that does not separate 
without losing identity. We congra-
tulate all the laity on their day and 
ask them to go further.
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aving endured severe pain 
in his spine for several days 
that was causing him disabili-
ty and frailty, and after having 
performed several diagnostic 
tests that will help identify the 
origin of the severe pain, the 
doctors could not explain the 
pain of my brother Jaime who 
had always been a healthy and 
strong man, but now he was 
reduced.

All of us at home began a 
chain of prayer and the septe-
nary to Our Lady of Sorrows, 
asking Father Luis to interce-
de for Jaime and to remove 
the strong pain that affected 
us all emotionally. The groups 
of the Amigonian Family also 
joined in prayer, and we asked 
for their help in this situation.

After a medical meeting it 
was determined that an MRI 
will be performed in order to 
identify the origin of the pain, 
this is how it was determined 

that the pain was produced by the birth of 
some bones in the spine, a malformation 
in the spine that compromises tendons and 
joints, trauma that is indeed extremely pain-
ful.

The miraculous thing about it was that 
no surgery was required and that after a 
treatment and some injected medications my 
brother has now regained his quality of life 
and his recovery is evident, thanks to the en-
tire Amigonian Family and the intercession 
of Father Luis Amigó that once again shows 
us his favor.

Rosario, September 2020. Buenaventura. 
Valley-Colombia


