
Amigonian Family
Christmas in the 

A big hug for the entire Amigonian Family.

This year our Christmas is framed by other reali-
ties that allow us more reflection, more family unity, 
more recollection and deep silence. Similar to the first 
Christmas with less lights and colors, but convinced 
that the star of Bethlehem is guiding and directing our 
lives.

 
Our heart feels joy because we feel the loving pre-

sence of God therefore our dreams are not quenched.

This year there will be Christmas because God is 
on our side and shares, as Christ did in a manger, our 
poverty, trials, tears, anguish and orphanhood. There 
will be Christmas because we need a divine light in the 
midst of so much darkness.
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By: Father Gilberto Rubio Guerrrero

Mercy and forgiveness: 
the first Amigonian instuction, 

foundation of justice and 
reconciliation
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The great passion of Jesus was to es-
tablish the Kingdom of Mercy. On the one 
hand, mercy expressed in caring for the 
objective needs of people and, on the other, 
mercy as the subjective need to be merciful 
as the Father in heaven is merciful and that 
Jesus made concrete in the spirituality and 
culture of forgiveness: forgive seventy times 
seven and forgive the unforgivable.

The Amigonian Family sees the face of 
God’s mercy in those most in need and the-
reby seeks the rescue of  Being, which 
makes possible an evangelical life towards 
mercy.

Today society demands new practices 
from us that help the harmony of being in its 
entirety. We move in dynamics that influence 
the thinking of the person that do not favor 
integral human development, and evangelical 
justice. As Amigonians we must have a clear 
horizon of mercy and forgiveness that trans-
lates into an act of love for the other.

We have to give ourselves completely and 
allow an intimate fidelity with the needs of 
others, thus the evangelizing pedagogy of the 
Amigonian Family begins to look for what 
was already believed lost. Jesus continues to 
invite us to a joyful surrender expressed in 
our spirituality in demanding love. That sinks 
its roots in the Franciscan sources and that 
invite us to create lines to overcome limita-
tions and see beyond; from the Amigonian 

spirituality we find a norm that reminds us 
of the love of a mother who is compassionate 
and loving, who accompanies and loves us for 
what what are we.

Reviewing in detail the life of Francis of 
Assisi, which requires a very particular way 
of observing and acting, our spirituality is 
embodied in the young, maginized, abused 
and educated, whom Luis Amigó, prophet 
of mercy, has entrusted to us to guide, and 
accompany them in its development. In his 
autobiography we can find the invitation that 
he makes us to be bearers of the good news 
and give our lives for our youth and commu-
nities.

We must be close, fraternal guides, and 
have trustworthy attitudes with which we can 
help to awaken changes in behavior and life 
projects that restore the dignity of the human 
being. Let us put aside selfishness and perso-
nal egos to give way to solidarity, justice and 
charity.

To conclude, Father Gilberto Rubio Reli-
gious Tertiary Capuchin says that the Amigo-
nian Charism is not a mere thought of love, 
but is expressed in concrete actions, such as 
fullness of justice towards the most helpless, 
marginalized and uprooted in society. (Paper 
presented at the Francisco Amigoniano Inter-
national Seminar in October.)
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By: Rosario Ramírez de Quezada
National President of the Family in 

Colombia 

Experience
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Rosario Ramírez de Quezada is an Amigo-
nian from the city of Buenaventura, rector of 
Colegio Juan XXIII, an institution with more 
than 58 years of existence, a work that radiates 
the Amigonian Charism on the Pacific coast 
that promotes fraternity and love for those 
most in need, always looking for supportive 
love without borders.

Rosarito, as she is affectionately known, 
has a great identity and social commitment, her 
achievements are evident both in the Amigo-
nian Family and in the community of the entire 
city of Buenaventura; through her commen-
dable work in the direction of the school, her 
directive capacity and. her responsibility is 
combined with the gift of humanity she posses-
ses.

Its graduates are proud of their academic 
and high-quality achievements with the com-
prehensive training obtained at the institution, 
the entire management and teaching body 
are part of the achievement obtained and the 
quality with which the institution is percei-
ved in Buenaventura. In this way, it has been 
possible to reap achievements for the society of 
the entire city of Buenaventura that transcend 
and are projected as true human beings who 
were permeated by the footsteps of Father Luis 
Amigó.

Spirituality in the school is lived with con-
crete apostolates with the prisoners, Christmas 

and Easter missions, visits to marginalized 
neighborhoods conducting catechesis, ta-
king the word of God and different kinds of 
help. At the institution we carry the foun-
ding father’s legacy with justice, harmony, 
and merciful love. (Experience presented 
at the Francisco Amigoniana International 
Seminar in October by Mrs. Rosario Ramí-
rez de Quezada.)
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man who is

By: Diana María Urrego Durango

The young
formed from Christ

Diana María Urrego’s presentation of the Ami-
gonian Youth at the Francisco Amigoniano Inter-
national Seminar was based on the recognition of 
the importance of youth in God’s saving mission for 
humanity. She went further and said that the mission 
is to move from theory to practice. The experience 
of every young Amigonian touches the whole of life 
and desire as that internal motor that connects with 
emotions, affections and will.

The young Amigonian learns 
through the experience of the human 
heart, an experience that triggers 
different specific apostolates immer-
sed in the founding roots of Father 
Luis Amigó, apostolates that are a 
magnificent way of approaching the 
experience of God and the Letter of 
Testament that Father Luis Amigó 
left to the two Congregations.

We JUVAM have had a close 
experience with God in the style 
of the Amigonian Family where 
we feel being loved, where we give 
importance to difference, we teach 
by example, we strive to serve and 
mercifully give love.

From Jesús and Father Luis 
Amigó we have taken the example of 
the missionary experience in social 
interventions, visits to peasant com-
munities and Christmas and Easter 
missions, among others.
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A testimony

Luis Javier is a young man who works in the production of 
audiovisual content. His life as years ago was not at all like the 
one we all see on screen today. His story, like that of many young 
people, was the story of an incomplete life in which faith played 
no role, neither for better nor for worse.

His mother, who always had a deep faith, sometimes invited 
him to come to the Church, but he insisted on living his life as 
a young man, with his circle of friends, somehow he felt that he 
did not need to go to mass at all; far from it, he with his world 
had more than enough.

I became a scoundrel and a womanizer, and it was not until 
the suffering from drugs destroyed my life, I even committed cri-
mes, felt empty and only lived from day to day, I lied to my pa-
rents, my friends and in reality what mattered to me was the one 
who went out with me on the weekends. And actually I always 
wanted to please everyone at the cost of my lies.

On some occasion with the insistence of my mother I went on 
a pilgrimage to Masagrell to the tomb of Father Luis and there 
everything changed, that visit made me have a spiritual awake-
ning and link me with the pastor of my parish in Godella and the 
life of the Family Amigoniana in Valencia. I think the one who 
was happier than me was my mother.

I can tell you after five years that my vanity, my arrogance, 
my fragility, my downfall, my lack of self-esteem remained in 
that grave and now I have a family and a job that fully satis-
fies me, there I found precisely who is now my wife. Thank you 
Father Luis for your intercession. 

The road to conversion


